ﬁading on to a dream
at school of hard knocks

Spider Jones'
classroom was
the mean streets
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Spider Jones first met death
when he was 5 years old.

His ﬂlﬂﬂ]l‘ﬂfl5 .:pl.'l.'EE.iI'I'I. wolkie
him late one night. She e
clinging to the body of is 1
mionth-old brother Denris.

A few hours later, 4 thin man
wearing a midnight suit and
h.ﬁl Ep.[j.ejt’ﬁi =1 th.E 'ﬂ'l:l'l'-'lr- |

The man went about his task
briskly. )

=He just walked in, 1ok my
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BORN FIGHTER: Spider Jones isa three-time Golden
Glove winner and boxing hall-of-famer.

pule undertakier was AROWE L aiting for you if you're

waiting outside the family's

. eless  body and
:;:?‘;" . ik,mn g doll ihside &
black case,” Jones recalls.

Then he disappeared. ]
But Jones would see him
again in his nightmares; the

Windser home,

Walting for Splder. o
ZGrowing up in & religious
family, | used to hear my

grandmother say, The devil's

hﬂ-llj'ije boy was S0 filled with
terror, at night he remaimed

= Please see "The lure, AB

sisters were Navy brats. Their father, Arthur, com-

SPIDER JONES
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Spider sp
of his own

By STEVE PAYNE
Toronio Suen
hen Spider Jones offors to
help troubled kids they

shiould Usten — the Talk 640
radio eall show host has been thers,

Son of & Baptist minister, he was
ralsed in poverty — "even the rats

were on wellime,™ he 8ays — and ran

with a vicious Detroit

Two calsins wers ad and
two close friends were bound, bor-
tured and burned e death.

For his part, Jones went on to be-

cami 8 boxer, a bodyguard for hook-

ers and did jail time in Canada for
rnbbe-ry.gmﬂ L

"I'ma now,” says Jones,
53, who tours ﬂnhmmgjng
students to resist crime and pursue
thedr droams,

“There is no ship to Shangri-La,*
he saya. *You have to go out and
weork for BL"

Jones, one of nine children, was

bern in Windser. His U8 -bom

Macin, 22 il bve b i He became a minder [nrf-u-ur:;
MO, i, B2, still lives there and, ve wirking girls, who, a8 he puts it
as he puts it, “can still whup my paidhil'uﬁl}rprutulillglhmuﬁ'om
arse.” pimips.
His Canadian-born dad, Clarence, In 1978, Jones, wha had a *reme-
is dead, dial Grade 5 edueation,” enrolled at
The family moved to Detroit when  Seneca College, studied broadcast
b was 12, and he joined a gang Jjournalizm and in style,
called The Mabsters, making the dean's honours list
Jones, who is married with fogr He waorked in cable before Chuva-
children, was nicknamed Spiderby  lo insisted Jones become his co-host
o booding trainer becauss he ag- odt a TV show, Famous Knockouds,
peared (o have more than two hands Jones later did an eiphi-venr stint
when he fought, an sports for Fan 590, 3
Fight he did in the 19603, in offi- O Talk 640, Jones “tells it like it
cial bouts and llegal underpround iz~ -
contests knovwn s “smokers,” He's also driven to help kids make
A three-time Golden Glove cham. good, working with the In Pursuit of
pion, Jomes was inducted into the Your Direams Foundmtion.
Canadian Boxing Hall of Fame in Kids must have self-estesm, he
1595, says, and be urges them to seek
Jones, who met and became mentors. “Tt's not stupid to ask for
[riends with Canadian boxer George help,” he ndds,
Chuvalo while training at a Detroi{ start by calling him, he says, at
gym, moved to Toronto in 1967. 416-452-2022,
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— Freel Thamhill, SUM




