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Spider escaped

from street web -

By ROGER BELGRAVE
Staff Wrirer

From throwing punches in gang fights to tossing questions
al celebrities, the journey of Spider lones is an inspirational
story about turning life’s adversities into personal friumph.

The Canadian Boxing Hall of Fame Inductee and Toronto

radio personality mcunﬂmn]d his story to more than 250 high

school students during t
Chercoming Ohstacles,
The forum was conducted at Peel District School Board
headquarters. Students from schools all over the reglon came
to hear Jones speak. They also enjoyed student performances
of song and poetry

ticipating in wurk.-
shops,

Month holds  a
great deal of per-
sonal meaning to
Anthony Morgan.
“"We learn very lit-
te about ourselves
(in school),”" said
the Bramalea Sec-
ondary School stu-
dent. He also be-
lieves the events
inspired by the cel-
ehration of black
culmre offers some
important lessons
for stndents of all
colours and back-
irds,

“We must know
about each other
so we are befter
SPIDER JOMES able to interact,” he

enir]

: Peel board's Black History Farum:

in addition to par-’

Black thurj.r-

The discussions that evolve during such events answeralot

" of questions black students have about themselves and also

help other students understand their classmates, he added. |
“This is a unite l:hing Notablack orwhite ﬂlmg,"MnrgEn sald ™
ir & poem.

The lives of mmr: hlcu:l: figures can also be unhrersaJ!;, in-
spirational:

Spidet Jones grew up poor in the black neighbourhoods of
Windsor. One of nine children, he lived with his mother and
father in the home his grandfather built. His mother grew up
on a North Carolina share croppers farm and his father
worked 61/2 days a week to feed the family.

Jones slept in a bed with five siblings and was often sick.
When Jones was G=years-old, his 18-manth-old brother died
of punewmoniza. The memory of a man coming into his home .
and placing his brother’s body into a black bag haunted him
for more than a decade.

“1 dlept in school, iy mind was fatigued, [ could not leamn,”
he told the students,

He languished in ammedlul class for years. He began to be-
lieve hie was worthless and stopped dreaming, Jones dropped
out of school at 15 and joined a streel gang.

He once aspired to be a radio disc jockey, But living in a
time when black radio personalities were non-existent, he
found nothing but discouragement., -

Jones lived the gang life untl he was 24, Long enough 1o see’
E,.L;;]mmm murdemd his brother ahut and the inside of prison

5

“When I first gut out nf jall I had no career,” Jones admit-
ted. I had nothing.”

He moved Toronto to become a disc jockey In a bar.

“I think because of where I came from 1 couldn’t get 1o
where ['m going," he told hlatennag:e audience. He lacked con- -
fidence and self esteem.

His life changed after mr:r:ting his future wife at & dance.
She asked him cot all his ties to the gang life and encouraged
him to return to school at the age ni 28,

After taking classes to upgrade his high school qualifica-.
tions, he entered a collepe journalism course, He graduated
and tried entering the broadeast radio industry, but had door

~ after doot closed in his face. However, he never gave up,

Today, his resume includes co-hasting a syndicated televi-
sion show and hosting his own radio show on Toronte’s Fan
590, He riow has his own radio show on CFRB and recemjﬁ
published & book about his life. Jones has interviewed such |
sports greats as Muhammad Al Willie Mays, Wayne Gretrk:.r :
Charles Oakley and Bobby O

"I'm living my dream now,” he said. Jones wged students |
to pursue thelr dreams and 1o begin by staying in sehoal and

. ignoring the negative influenees of oihers,” - Ceas




